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Instructions to assemble 

Shelves for Life 

Step One. Accurately cut out the 
shapes and drill all screw holes (5mm 
or 3/16" drill bit) from 18mm (3/4") 
thick plywood, using the cutting list 
provided. Label each piece.

Step Two. Join uprights together with 
screws through panel A into the edge 
of panel C (and B to D). This is half the 
coffin lid joining to half the coffin base. 
Be sure to check the feet of the 
shelves are level to avoid wobble later.

Step Four. Screw both upright sections 
to the shelf/box sections through 
panels A and B, with the largest shelf E 
at the bottom and the narrowest H at 
the top. Then screw through C+D into 
the shelves         for stability.

Step Three. Join shelf/box section 
together by screwing through L+M into 
the edge of J, before screwing through 
the two smaller shelf boards H+G into 
L+M+J. Repeat for second shelf/box 
section (E,F,N,O+K). Be sure to centre 
the boxes in the shelves and keep shelf 
ends level with each other. 
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General notes:

- I am assuming the A-O part labelling is indicated on 
the cutting list/sheet layouts that accompany these 
instructions as its necessary to ensure that the 
shelf/box sections are assembled correctly, i.e. 
skinniest of the shelf panels ends up as part of top 
construction.

- Maybe have a 'do not glue' message as part of an 
intro text or see step two below, and also need to 
spell out that..... 'the drill holes are placed so that the 
screws enter the edge of the adjoining board in the 
centre of its width'...or have a couple of detail close 
up drawings.

- Maybe have a 'tips' section separate from the step 
by step instructions which allows you to make 
suggestions like "place scrap wood under the panels 
before drilling the screw holes"......

Step by Step notes:

Step One. Accurately  drill all the screw holes with a 
5mm (3/16" ) drill bit   and cut out all shapes  as  
plywood using the cutting list provided. Label each 
piece. [you've got a lot of interest from the US I think 
and they probably never use mm and their 18mm 
plywood is referred to as 3/4"]

Step Two. [maybe add a note here - or at the 
beginning - along lines of "Don't be tempted to glue 
this or any of the joints during this assembly as all 
parts will need to be dismantled to convert into a 
coffin"]

Step Three. Join shelf/box section together by 
screwing through L+M into the edges of J, before 
screwing through shelf boards H+G into L+M. Note: 
when joining L+ M to J, align the screw holes along 
the centre of the edge of J, this should leave 18mm 
(3/4") of L + M sticking out past the back of 
J.    Repeat for second shelf/box section, but this 
time the edges of N + O join flush with the back of K.

Step Four. Screw both upright sections to the 
shelf/box sections through panels A and B with the 
deeper set of shelves in the lower position. [I think 
the letters should be on the drawing in this step too] 
Then stabilise the structure by putting in the final 
screws through the back of panels C and D into each 
of the shelves. 

Step One. Accurately cut out shapes and 
drill all the screw holes  as 
marked  from  18mm  (3/4")  thick 
plywood using the cutting list provided. 
Label each piece. 


